‘TwoHemispheres|: http://www. pbase.com/redtop/image/47502445; 1 Aug 2005 
‘TwoHemispheres2: http://www. pbase.com/redtop/image/47502465; 1 Aug 2005 


‘TwoHemispheres3: Some musicians who once rode this Barnum and Bailey wagon in 
parade climbed aboard when this photograph was taken at the Iowa State Fair where it 
appeared as an exhibit, Karl King appears as bandmaster on the left side of the photo. 
Other musicians pictured and the shows they represented are Bill Williams (Barnum and 
Bailey), Sandy Dalzell (Barnum and Bailey), John Quincy (Barnum and Bailey), George 
Halpin (standing as former clown with Barnum and Bailey), Emil Morbis (Ringling 
Brothers), Alonzo Leach (Sells-Floto), Fred Zelisky (Lemon Brothers), Clate Chenette 
(Wedeman Shows), Ross Comer (101 Ranch Wild West), Ed Woskey (Ringling 
Brothers), and William Spielberg (Ringling Brothers) 
http://karlking.us/images/bandwagon.htm 


2nd photo following 


‘TwoHemispheres4: http://karlking.us/images/bandwagon. htm 


TwoHemispheres5: Brill's Concert Band, Barnum and Bailey's Two-Hemispheres 
Bandwagon, 1916; http://www. harrogate.co.uk/HARROGATE-BAND/vbbp-us4.htm 


FROM: http:/www.circushistory.org/Query/Query05c. htm: 
415. 2 Hemispheres Bandwagon, 06-Feb-05 - I have looked thru 6 pages (247 photos} 
of Google trying to view some photos of the 2 Hemispheres Bandwagon w/very little 
results, All are small models built by CMB's over the years. I would really like to see 
several photos, up close and walk around if available. I would also like to determine 
which of the 12 countries represent the 2 Hemispheres as well as read some history of its 
building and touring. Thanking you in advance, Danny McLean, D952@mohaveaz.com. 
Respond to this message: circushistory@ gmail.com 
Reply: 07-Feb-05 - The Two Hemispheres Bandwagon still exist and was on 
display for a long time in Sarasota, Florida at the Circus World Museum and then 
at the John and Mable Ringling Museum, It was built in 1902 for the Barnum & 
Bailey Circus Parade. Designed by Harry Ogden of the Strobridge Lithographic 
Co. of Cincinnati, Ohio and built by the Sebastian Wagon Co. of New York. 
Wood carvings supplied by the Spanjer Bros. in Newark, New Jersey. The eastern 
side of the Two hemisphere featured England, France, Spain, Russia, Belgium 
and Italy. The western side was Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Canada and the 
United States. Singing Wheels and Cireus Wagons by Gene Plowden (The Caxton 
Printers, Ltd) 1977 gives full details on the Two Hemisphers Bandwagon. C.M.B. 
have plans available. In Canada, at the Museum of Civilization in Hull, Quebec, 
there is on exhibit a 1” scale model of this famous wagon. It was made by the 
legendary French-Canadian wood carver Gaston Bergeron. Giovanni Tuliani 
Reply: 02 March, 2005 - Be aware that some of the national seals or coats of arms 
were changed at the time of World War I. For example, Germany was deleted in 
favor of another nation. Some on the wagon today differ from the originals. 
Images can be found in Fred Fried’s book Artists in Wood. It was built during the 
winter of 1902-1903 for use in 1903. Dr. Palmer's booklet has it being made 





earlier, for use in Europe, but that is incorrect. Further history of the 
Sebastian/Robb collaboration is in my Bandwagon article about the B&B Golden 
Age of Chivalry. You should be able to locate it in the article index on this 
website and then order a back copy. Robb's shop was the principal carving 
supplier, the Spanjer catalog illustrated a few of the national coats of arms. Fred 
Dahlinger 
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The "Two Hemisphere: 





"The Aristocrat of the Bandwagon Family: 


Barnum & Bailey Parade Wagon Circa 1903. That's how circus historian A.L. Chumley described this 
monumental survivor from the golden era of the American circus, and no term could be more apt. Twenty- 
eight feet long and weighing some 13,600 pounds, it was the largest, grandest, and most famous example 
of its type. 
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Barnum & Bailey's Two Hemispheres circus bandwagon sold for $250,000, the highlight of 
the spring Heritage Auctions Americana & Political Auction in Dallas, Texas. 








The auctioneer’s hammer fell and Barnum & Bailey’s Two Hemispheres circus bandwagon sold for 
$250,000, the highlight of the spring Heritage Auctions Americana & Political Auction in Dallas, Texas. After 
114 years, the famous wagon is once again on the move and what an intriguing history this wagon has had. 


In 1902 Barnum & Bailey commissioned the Sebastian Wagon Company in New York to build the wagon so it 
would be ready for the 1903 circus season. The design was by Harry Ogden of the Strobridge Lithographic 
Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, and the massive wood carvings were supplied by the Spanjer Brothers of Newark, 
N.J. The show proudly distributed a new poster created by Strobridge Lithographing Company featuring the 28- 
foot-long, 13,000-pound Two Hemispheres pulled by a 40 horse team. 
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The Two Hemispheres wagon is prominently shown in the center of this poster created for the 
1903 Barnum & Bailey season, Value of this poster today is $1,000-$1,500. (Image courtesy of 
the Ringling Circus Museum, Sarasota, Fla.) 


In advance of the show’s arrival in each city, copies of Realm, A Magazine of Marvels, were circulated, 
promoting the wonders to be seen when Barnum & Bailey’s Greatest Show on Earth arrived in town. The 1903 
edition of Realm devoted seven pages describing the free street parade. Quoting from the article describing the 
‘Two Hemispheres: 


“This is unquestionably the most enormous float ever built for any purpose in the world. It is not only the 
greatest in size, but the noblest in conception, design and execution. The general color scheme is gold. The 
central figure upon either side is one of the two hemispheres. Upon them is reproduced in bas-relief the 
continents, Upon either side of each of the hemispheres there are about quadruple life-size lions and bears. 
In front there are great eagles while the rear comprises huge elephants with uplifted trunks. Upon the side 
of the Eastern Hemisphere there are mounted high in the air the exquisitely carved coats of arms of Great 
Britain, France, Germany, Austria, Belgium and Italy. Upon the side of the Western Hemisphere there are 
the coats of arms of Chili, the Argentine Republic, Brazil, Mexico, Canada and the United States. The 
reproduction of these coats of arms is absolutely perfect and no finer specimens of the art of wood carving 
can be seen anywhere in the world. This float is so vast in size and enormous in weight that it requires a 
team of forty horses hitched abreast in quaternions.” 





(NOTE: During World War I the Germany medallion was replaced by one of Belgium, Austria was 
replaced by Spain.) 
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Barnum & Bailey’s Realm couriers are highly This 1903 edition contained 98 pages of photos 
sought after by collectors of circus and articles. In 2012 a copy like this sold for 
memorabilia. $110. 


In its first few years the wagon was pulled by 40 horses, but by 1905 that number was reduced to 24 horses and 
by 1919 and 1920, when Ringling Bros. combined with Barnum & Bailey, just 10 horses were used. Daily Street 
parades were discontinued in 1921 and the Two Hemispheres retired to Winter Quarters, located at that time in 
Bridgeport, Conn, Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Bailey moved the Winter Quarters to Sarasota, Fla. in 1927. 


Soon after The Greatest Show on Earth moved the wagon to Bridgeport, it was sent on to Robbins Bros. Circus. 
It was extremely difficult to transport, so it was next given to the Circus Fans Association of Iowa, placed into 
the care of the president of the association, Jacob Wagner. In his will Wagner passed ownership of the Two 
Hemisphere’s to Cole Bros. Circus. Cole Bros. included it in a few parades, but its great size continued to be a 
problem. 


Finally, Cole Bros. stored the wagon at the lowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines. Zach Taylor, owner of Cole 
Bros. Circus, eventually gave the wagon to Col. B.J. Palmer, a circus fan, with the stipulation that he restore it 
and place it in a permanent building. Palmer moved the wagon to the Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds in 
Davenport, fowa and hired woodcarvers to rebuild the wagon. It is said Palmer spent $8,500 for gold leaf to be 
applied to the carvings. 





In the early years of the Second World War, the wagon was used in parades to help sell war bonds. Then in the 
mid-1940s Palmer constructed a building to display the Two Hemispheres. According to a 1946 article in 
Billboard, the building was made of brick and glass and cost $8,000. For 25 cents you could buy a souvenir 
program filled with photos and a history of the Two Hemispheres. The photos in the program are outstanding, 
but the history written there was a combination of fact and fiction. Much of the fiction has been perpetuated by 
others who have written about the wagon over time. 
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Admission to see the Two Hemispheres was 25 cents. For an 
additional quarter you could buy this 56-page souvenir 
program, These collectible programs can be found on the 
Internet and usually sell for $20 to $30. 


Some of the myths in the program are quite exaggerated and humorous. The writer asserts that the chariot was 
built in 1896 and in another section writes, “Jumbo—the largest elephant on earth, pushed this chariot about 
with his head, in Barnum & Bailey Winter Quarters (Bridgeport, Connecticut)...” Since Jumbo died in 1885, it 
would have been difficult for him to push a wagon that had not yet been built. It was actually built in 1902. 


The opening page of the program states, “Cost of the chariot was Forty Thousand ($40,000) dollars. Today it 
would cost twice that.” This figure has been repeated over and over in articles, but according to Circus Historian, 
Fred Dahlinger, who has done extensive research on the 1903 Barnum & Bailey parade, the cost was only 
$4,200. 


‘The most accurate information about the Two Hemispheres can probably be found in Gene Plowden’s book, * 
Singing Wheels and Circus Wagons .” Plowden was a diehard circus fan, but his career was in the newspaper 
business, where he started as a sports reporter for the Sarasota Herald Tribune in the 1930s, He was with United 
Press International for five years and spent 23 years with the Associated Press. He wrote several circus books 
and his press background obligated him to fact-checking. 
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“Singing Wheels and Circus Wagons” can be found for under 
$10. Unfortunately, it was not properly bound, so most copies 
are falling apart, But the information is there along with many 
photos. 


Col. Palmer’s exhibit of the Two Hemispheres in Davenport, lowa wasn’t a success so he kept trying to give the 
wagon away, Museums in Washington, D.C., Chicago and Detroit all turned him down because they didn’t have 
room for it. In the early 1950s a business group in Sarasota, Fla. was developing a new circus museum to be 
called Circus Hall of Fame. Palmer grew interested in the project and sent the wagon to Florida by train. The 
Circus Hall of Fame opened its doors on Jan. 4, 1956 with more than 5,000 people lining up to get in. The Two 
Hemispheres was beautifully displayed in the large glass entrance building. You could walk in, view the wagon 
and browse the gift shop without even paying admission to see the rest of the museum. 
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This view attracted tourists arriving in Sarasota from the south on U.S. Highway 41. The Two 
Hemispheres Wagon is clearly visible in the large glass entrance building. 








The Circus Hall of Fame souvenir Program These programs are valued at $5-$10 (with 
devoted an entire page to the Two Hemispheres. the incorrect $40,000 construction cost 
repeated, 
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cuRcus acts 


See Barnum and Boiley’s 10-Ton, $40,000 
TWO HEMISPHERES” Band Wogon 


‘GUIDED TOURS 
PUPPET SHOWS 





Rack brochures promoting the Circus Hall of Fame were 
distributed throughout Florida, attracting tourists to come see 
Barnum & Bailey's 10-Ton Two Hemispheres Band Wagon. 


When Walt Disney World opened near Orlando on Oct. 1, 1971, the face of Florida tourism changed forever. 
‘Smaller attractions like the Circus Hall of Fame watched in dismay as their attendance kept dropping. The 
owners began looking for a possible buyer. In early 1972 Hunnicutt & Associates in St. Petersburg was hired to 
appraise the Circus Hall of Fame. Although Hunnicutt, a nationally recognized appraisal firm, was familiar with 
all aspects of commercial real estate, it had little knowledge of the values of circus memorabilia. I lived nearby 
and was hired as a consultant to help with that part of the appraisal. We arrived at a figure of $100,000 for the 
value of the Two Hemispheres wagon. 


On May 22, 1980 the Sarasota Herald Tribune announced the sale of Circus Hall of Fame. The collection was 


purchased by Mr. and Mrs. John Zweifel of Orlando. Zweifel, a circus fan, was well-known for his miniature 
White House models which traveled the world. The land and buildings were purchased separately. 
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Cireus Hall Of Fame 
Sold, Will Close 


By SID THOMAS Fitzgerald said visitors tv 
Herald-Tribune Business Editor Sarasota are more interested in 
‘The Cireus Hall of Fame, a the area's beaches and other 
Sarasota attracton and tourist natural beauties than they are 
landmark for more than 25 in attracuons. 
* years, has been sold and will He satd the 2weifels are in 
close May 27. ternationally known 
Joseph Fitzgerald, president particularly for their multa 
of the attraction, said the million dollar “White House 
Circus Hall of Fame's theme Replica" exhibit, which has 
and exhibit memorabilia were been viewed by millions. 
purehased by Mr. and Mrs. Future plans for the Circus 
* John Zwerlel of Orlando, wko Hall of Fame will be an 
plan to move the memorabilia nounced by the new owners 
to that area. Fitzgerald said. However, bi 
‘The property occupied by the said the Zweifels plan to pro 
attraction, which includes vide a location and setting tha 
several acres as well as will permit viewing of the 
buildings, also has been sold, circus memorabilia (0 a large: 
' Fiugerald said audience. 
He eited economic reasons for He said the Circus Hall 0 
* the sale. “Times have changed, Fame apparently will reopen it 
and we can't compete with the Orlando area. which draw. 
Circus World and other big at- thousands of annual visitors 
tractions an the Orlando area,” Disney World and other larg: 
he said He said the Circus Hall attractions. 
of Fame has had a “lack of Fitzgerald said the land ano 
Customers” in the past several buildings were sold to Ludwiy. 
years. and Carmen Sczeisler, 


Almost immediately, the Chamber of Commerce in Peru, Ind. began talking with Zweifel about purchasing the 


collection. Peru was the former winter quarters of Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus, Five years later a group of 


Indiana residents, businesses and the state government contributed funds to complete the purchase, According to 


an article in the Logan: 
“Circus Hall of Fame,” approximately 20 circus wagons, costumes and other memorabilia. Zweifel retained 
ownership of the Two Hemispheres and other circus memorabilia from the Hall of Fame, but the article stated 
that Peru secured a 20-year option to purchase the Two Hemispheres wagon should Zweifel decide to sell it. 





For a brief period, the Two Hemispheres was on exhibit at the Ringling Circus Museum located at The John 
1g Museum in Sarasota, Fla. In 1984 the famous wagon was the centerpiece at the circus- 
themed party for Super Bow! XVIII at the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa. More recently, it has been on 
Joan to Circus World Museum in Baraboo, Wis. It returned to Orlando, home of John Zweifel, earlier in 2016. 
April 2016 it was announced the Two Hemispheres would go on the auction block at Heritage Auctions in 
Dallas on May 14. The wagon remained stored in Zweifel’s warehouse in Orlando during the auction. 





Circus fans absolutely love this historic wagon and I’ve heard many say “Oh, how I would love to own it.” 
Actually, that’s possible; not the real wagon, of course, but a miniature, Model wagons are frequently sold on 
eBay and range from $50 to $100. 
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In 2013 this Two Hemispheres model sold on eBay for $97.50. 


So who won the auction on May 14? Tom Slater, director of Americana Auctions at Heritage in Dallas revealed, 





only that “the buyer prefers to remain anonymous until he announces his plans for the Two Hemispheres, but we 


can disclose that he flew to Dallas 





from his home in Canada just to bid on the bandwagon, and he went home a 
very happy collector.” 


The news of a Canadian buyer set the circus world buzzing. It was rumored that Cirque du Soleil , located in 
Montreal, Quebec must be the buyer. But just as I finished writing this article, I learned through reputable 
sources that the buyer is Peter Gorman, owner of Gorman Studios, Ine. in Vancouver, British Columbia, Now 
we'll have to wait a little longer to see what’s revealed about the next chapter in story of the Two Hemispheres. 
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‘The Two Hemispheres Wagon as it appeared in the Heritage Auction catalog. 





Larry Kellogg is a Worthologist specializing in circus memorabilia. 
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Two Hemispheres Bandwagon & Carillon Chimes Circus Wagons on 2 


Postcards 


1960s Postcard 
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‘wo hemispheres circus bandwagon: Search Result | eBay 
Pre-Owned 


$7.95 
or Best Offer 
+1.00 shipping 
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Sarasota, Florida Postcard CIRCUS HALL OF FAME "Two Hemispheres 
Band Wagon" 
Pre-Owned 


$3.75 Extra 10% off with coupon 
Was: $5.00 25% off 

BuyItNow 

Free shipping 


Florida Sarasota Two Hemispheres Bandwagon Circus Hall Fame ~ 
postcard sku271 
Pre-Owned 


$3.59 
Buy ItNow 
+#81.65 shipping 
9 


1990 Press Photo Miller Brewing-Two Hemispheres Bandwagon of Great 
Circus Parade 


$19.99 


or Best Offer 
+$4.99 shipping 
Free retums 


Sarasota FL~The Circus Hall of Fame~Two Hemispheres 
Bandwagon~1966~Postcard 


$3.00 25% off 4+ 
Buy It Now Bop Rated Plus 
+81.00 shipping 

Free returns 
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FLORIDA Barnum & Bailey Two Hemispheres Bandwagon Circus Hall of 
Fame Parades PC 
Pre-Owned 


$3.75 
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+$1.50 shipping 


1946 Barnum + Bailey Two Hemispheres Band Wagon Circus Photos 
Program Vintage 


$179.99 
Buy It Now 
+#$11.95 shipping 
from Canada 
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HO Two Hemispheres Circus Wagon CTM Kit #84 crcircusproducts 
Brand New 


) $35.99 


Buy It Now 
+#811.00 shipping 
24 watchers 


2 VINTAGE CIRCUS POSTCARDS - HEMISPHERES BANDWAGON & 
RINGLING MUSEUM 
Pre-Owned 


$6.95 Top Rated Plus 


Buy ItNow 
+$3.95 shipping 
Free retums 


Vintage Postcard - 2 Hemispheres Bandwagon Circus Hall Of Fame 
Sarasota FL #9736 
Pre-Owned 


$6.30 25% off 2+ with coupon 
Was: $7.00 10% off Bi Top Rated Plus 
Buy It Now 

+81.00 shipping 

Free retums 


NewusTine Sarasota, Florida, Circus Hall of Fame 2 Hemispheres 
Bandwagon, Vintage Postcard 
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$9.99 Top Rated Plus 
or Best Offer 

Free shipping 

Free retums 


Sarasota Florida~2 Hemispheres Bandwagon Circus Hall of 
Fame~Vintage Postcard 
Pre-Owned 


$2.00 Top Rated Plus 


Buy It Now 
+81.50 shipping 
Free returns 


Vintage Postcard - 2 Hemispheres Bandwagon Circus Hall Of Fame 
Sarasota FL #9735 
Pre-Owned 
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Was: $7.00 10% off Bi Top Rated Plus 
Buy It Now 

+81.00 shipping 

Free returns 


Vintage Travel Brochure Circus Hall of Fame Sarasota Florida 1960's 
Pre-Owned 
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or Best Offer 
+$3.82 shipping 


Sponsored 


BAND WAGON, CIRCUS HALL OF FAME, CHROME, UNPOSTED, 
SARASOTA, FL 
Pre-Owned 


$3.50 


Buy It Now 
Free 4 day shipping 
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Florida Brochure 
Pre-Owned 
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Vintage Circus Hall of Fame Sarasota/Fl Bandwagon Postcard 
Pre-Owned 


$1.89 


Buy ItNow 
+$1.00 shipping 
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Barnum & Bailey Photo Traveling Circus 1903 Bandwagon & 40 Horses 
European St. 
Pre-Owned 


$379.00 


Buy It Now 
+87.50 shipping 


FLORIDA SARASOTA RINGLING MUSEUM TWO HEMISPHERES, 
BANDWAGON #FNC4532 (FL-S*) 
Pre-Owned 


| $2.00 


Buy ItNow 
+¥$1.65 shipping 





Postcard Two Hemisphere Band Chariet Wagon Circus Hall of Fame 
Sarasota FL 
Pre-Owned Feed! 


i $4.00 
or Best Offer 
+$1.00 shipping 
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Circus Hall of Fame Two Hemisphere Band Chariot Sarasota FL Postcard 
1247 


$3.75 
or Best Offer 


@ Free shipping 
Free retums 
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1903 Barnum & Bailey Circus 


‘Two Hemispheres Bandwagon - Menagerie 
SOLD 
The greatest and largest 


surviving circus bandwagon of all 





time, Over twenty-eight foot 
ong. Famously built to be drawn 


Full 
Carousels 


by forty horses, in ten rows of 


four. A once ina lifetime 





opportunity to own the greatest Antique 

bandwagon ever made, and the 4 
Carousels 

only substantial circus wagon 

known to exist today, still Band & 


privately owned. Dance 
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DESCRIPTION 


1903 Barnum & Bailey Circus Two Hemispheres Bandwagon 


‘The finest and biggest circus 
bandwagon ever built. The last of the 
great wagons in private hands. 


The massive and exquisitely carved 
“Two Hemispheres” bandwagon was 
built in 1903 for Barnum & Bailey. 
‘Two Hemispheres would take over 
the circus parade lead and the 40- 
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horses from the previously most famous circus wagon known as the “Five Graces”. 


‘The latter was thought to be built by Sebastian in 1878 for 
Adam Forepaugh, later purchased by Barnum in 1890. The 
Forepaugh “Five Graces” wagon originally had a globe, 
lions and life-size band organ figures on top. 


It is said that the designers of the 





world-famous Five Graces wagon 
Graces” wagon, tried to copy an earlier telescoping 
tableau wagon imported from 


England by Howes Great London 





Show. That wagon was commonly 
‘The early 18008 “Globe called the “Globe Wagon”. 
Wagon” Interestingly, its grandson- 
‘wagon, so to speak, and the 
greatest circus bandwagon of all would be the great “Two Hemispheres” with globe 
and lions carved right into its sides and all around. 
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Editorial Reviews 
‘A colossal combination lat een atthe tum ofthe century adds a plash of spectacle to the Great Greus Parade, while Gab Kesshan, television's Captain 
angaroo, is your eure guide 
Product details 
Package Dimensions : 8x5 x0. inches 
Date First Available : August 12,2009 
ASIN + BoO2LD2EVC 
Videos 
Help others learn mace about this product by uploading a video! 
Upload video 
Customer reviews No customer reviews 
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Editorial Reviews 


‘A colossal combination last seen at the turn of the century adds 2 splash of spectacle to the Great Circus Parade, while Bob Keeshan, televisions Captain 


Kangaroo, I your curbside guide 
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